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I t h in k ,  i s  w hy, when I r e a d  h i s  w o r k s , I seem  t o  h e a r  him  
s p e a k in g  t o  me. H is  b e n e f a c t i o n s ,  w h ic h  w ere  v e r y  g r e a t ,  
w ere  m o s t ly  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  n o t  t o  s o c i e t i e s .  He had  e n o r ­
mous sym p ath y  f o r  t h e  " l i t t l e  m an ."  On o n e  o c c a s io n  when I 
was d e p r e c a t in g  som e m odern h o u s in g  e s t a t e ,  h e  s a id :  "B ut i f  
you  c o u ld  s e e  n o t  t h e  h o u s e s ,  b u t  t h e  s o u l s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  in  
th em , i t  m ig h t lo o k  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t . "  In d e e d  we s h a l l  n e v e r  
b e  t r u e  men " t i l l  we h a v e  f a c e s . "  But I  b e l i e v e  h e  f e l t  
t h a t  th e  s im p le  man w it h  h i s  s im p le  v i r t u e s  m ig h t o f t e n  b e  
n e a r e r  t h a t  a c h ie v e m e n t  th a n  t h e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s a v a n t .
I w ou ld  l i k e  t o  end w it h  a b r i e f  a n e c d o t e .  Some m on ths  
ago  I had  t o  v i s i t  th e  N o r th  o f  E n g la n d , and I had  s e c u r e d  
n o t  a com partm en t t o  m y s e l f — p r o g r e s s  h a s  d e p r iv e d  u s  o f  
su c h  a m e n i t i e s — b u t a t  l e a s t  r e a s o n a b le  b r e a t h in g  s p a c e ,  
when a t  t h e  l a s t  m in u te  a  n a v a l  p e t t y  o f f i c e r  e n t e r e d  w ith  
h i s  w i f e  and c h i l d r e n ,  t o  whom h e  had  p l a i n l y  b e e n  g i v i n g  a 
t r e a t  i n  to w n , p e r h a p s  on r e t u r n in g  from  som e v o y a g e .  Each  
c h i l d  had  b e e n  g iv e n  som e h id e o u s  t o y ,  a  d o l l  a s  b ig  a s  th e  
c h i l d  h e r s e l f ,  o r  som e m o n str o u s  W alt D is n e y  c r e a t i o n ,  and  
e a c h  was f l o u r i s h i n g  a  Com ic o f  u n b e l i e v a b le  v u l g a r i t y .  The 
e l d e s t ,  a g i r l  o f  a b o u t f o u r t e e n ,  had  r e c e i v e d  an e l a b o r a t e  
m a n icu re  and makeup s e t — p l a i n l y  n o t  t h e  f i r s t  s h e  had  u s e d .  
But s h e  was a f r i e n d l y  c h i l d ,  and when I b eg a n  t o  r e a d  s h e  
lo o k e d  up and  a s k e d ,  " I s  t h a t  a  n i c e  book ?"  I s a i d  i t  w as a  
v e r y  n i c e  b o o k , and in  r e t u r n  e n q u ir e d  i f  s h e  was fo n d  o f  
r e a d in g ,  and w hat s h e  l i k e d  b e s t  t o  r ea d ?  " 0 ,"  s h e  s a i d ,
" f a r  t h e  b e s t  I  l i k e  t h e  N a r n ia  T a le s  o f  C .S . L e w is .  I r e a d  
them  a g a in  and  a g a in ."  So we t a l k e d  a b o u t  C .S .  L e w is ,  and  
s h e  w as am azed t o  t h in k  s h e  w as t a l k i n g  t o  som eon e who had  
a c t u a l l y  known h im . I t  h a p p en ed  t h a t  I had  j u s t  r e c e i v e d  
t h e  c u r r e n t  e x c e l l e n t  b u l l e t i n  o f  t h e  New Y ork L ew is  S o c i ­
e t y ,  and I had  b r o u g h t  i t  w it h  me t o  r e a d  in  t h e  t r a i n ,  s o  
o f  c o u r s e  I p r o d u ce d  i t  f o r  h e r  t o  s e e .  S h e  w as a s to u n d e d  
t h a t  p e o p le  i n  A m er ica  knew a b o u t L e w is .  " I f  t h e y  know  
a b o u t h im  t h e r e ,  h e  m u st b e  a  g r e a t  m an ,"  s h e  s a i d .  (I  
p r e s e n t  t h e  co m p lim e n t t o  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  t o  my A m er ican  
f r i e n d s . )
A l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  j o u r n e y  I w as t h in k in g  o f  w hat J a c k  
had d on e  f o r  t h a t  l i t t l e  g i r l .  What a  w indow  h e  had  o p en ed  
from  h e r  b a n a l and v u lg a r  s u r r o u n d in g s  i n t o  t h e  w o r ld  o f  
im a g i n a t io n .  In d e e d  h e  o p en ed  w ind ow s f o r  many p e o p le  i n t o  
r e a lm s  h i t h e r t o  unknown t o  th em . No d o u b t h e  w o u ld  h a v e  
f e l t  h i s  g r e a t e s t  a c h ie v e m e n t  w as t o  op en  t h e  w ind ow s o f  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n  a way n o - o n e  e l s e  had  d on e  i n  h i s  genera?- 
t i o n .  But I r a t h e r  t h in k  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  on a n o t h e r  
l e v e l  a s  d e l i g h t e d  by  t h e  t r i b u t e  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l  in  t h e  
t r a i n .  He h a s  in d e e d  o p en ed  w in d ow s f o r  u s  a l l ,  o r  we w o u ld  
n o t  b e  h e r e .  L et u s  d r in k  h i s  m em ory, i n  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  w hat 
e a c h  o n e  o f  u s  h a s  r e c e i v e d  from  h im .
We n o te  w ith  s a d n e s s  t h a t  A .C . Harwood d ie d  in  S ep tem b er  
o f  1975.
REMINISCENCES
b y  W a l t e r  H o o p e r
Presented to M y th co n  VI, Scripps College, A ugust 16th, 1975
The t a l k  a p p e a rs  h e re  a s  r e v i s e d  b y  W a lte r  H ooper f o r  
p u b l i c a t io n .
I CERTAINLY CAN CALL YOU LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, b u t  I ' d  
r a t h e r  c a l l  yo u  f r i e n d s .  I ' v e  d rea d e d  t h i s  moment e v e r  
s i n c e  I was i n v i t e d  t o  t h i s  c o n v e n t io n .  I  r e a l l y  h a v e  
d re a d e d  i t  a w f u l ly .  "What w i l l  I do i n  f r o n t  o f  a l l  t h e s e  
p e o p le ? "  I a s k e d  m y s e l f .  " E v e r y th in g  i n  t h e  w o r ld  h a p p en s  
h e r e ,  and w hat can  my l i t t l e  t a l k  p o s s i b l y  mean t o  them ?"
But s i n c e  I ' v e  b e e n  h e r e  I ' v e  n e v e r  m et s o  much k in d n e s s .
And a t  t h e  r i s k  o f  s o u n d in g  r a t h e r  g u s h y , so m e th in g  w h ich  I 
s h o u ld  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  a v o id  i n  O x fo r d , I m ust s a y  t h a t  you  
h a v e  f o r c e d  me i n t o  l o v in g  y o u . I 'm  v e r y ,  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  
in d e e d  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  k in d n e s s  yo u  h a v e  shown me; e s p e c i a l l y  
G len  and B o n n ie , and a  g r e a t  many o t h e r s  w h ose nam es a r e  
w e l l  known i n  E n g la n d , su c h  a s  K ath ryn  L in d sk o o g  apd B e r n ie  
Z uber. I t h in k  you  f o r g e t  t h a t ,  th o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  many p e o ­
p l e  in  E n glan d  whom yo u  w ou ld  l i k e  t o  s e e ,  t h e r e  a r e  a  g r e a t  
many in  C a l i f o r n i a  whom we w ou ld  l i k e  t o  s e e .
I b e g in  w it h  an a p o lo g y .  I r e a l i s e  t h a t  I h a v e  an  
a lm o s t  n e g l i g i b l e  k n o w led g e  o f  C .S . L ew is com pared w ith  
t h o s e  p e o p le  who knew him  much b e t t e r ,  s u c h  a s  Owen B a r-  
f i e l d  and P r o f e s s o r  T o lk ie n ,  and many o t h e r s  a s  w e l l .  I  am 
rem in d ed  o f  th e  f u n e r a l  a r ra n g ed  f o r  Abraham L in c o ln  in  
S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s .  B ec a u se  t h e  g r e a t  man c o u ld  n o t  h im ­
s e l f  b e  t h e r e  t o  s p e a k ,  and b e c a u s e  a  g r e a t  many o f  h i s  
f r i e n d s  had d ie d  a s  w e l l ,  h i s  o ld  dog F id o  was b r o u g h t ,  so  
t o  s p e a k ,  o u t  o f  m o t h b a l ls .  He was s t i l l  a l i v e .  Now I 
t h in k  you  m ust r e c e i v e  me a s  s o m e th in g  o f  a " F id o ."  You 
c a n ' t  h a v e  T o lk ie n ,  and I d o n 't  t h in k  yo u  s h a l l  b e  a b le  t o
h a v e  Owen B a r f i e l d  j u s t  y e t ,  o r  in d e e d  a  g r e a t  many o f  t h e  
o t h e r s ,  t h e  g r e a t  " G r e a t s ."  So t h i s  i s  n o t  s o  much l i k e  
u s in g  y o u r  d in o s a u r s  w h i le  y o u  h a v e  th em  a s  m ak ing w hat u s e  
you  ca n  o f  y o u r  " F id o s ."  F or t h a t  i s  a l l  I ca n  c la im  t o  b e .
A f t e r  h e a r in g  s o  many e x tr e m e ly  go o d  p a p e r s  and  su c h  
l o v e l y  m u s ic — a s  in d e e d  I knew I w o u ld — I t h o u g h t ,  "What can  
I do? What can  I g iv e  t h a t  yo u  c a n ' t  do b e t t e r  y o u r s e lv e s ? "  
T h is  may b e  h i g h l y  e x p e r im e n t a l ,  b u t I b e l i e v e  t h e  b e s t  
t h in g  I ca n  do i s  t e l l  yo u  s o m e th in g  o f  w hat I fo u n d  C .S .  
L ew is t o  b e  l i k e — t h e  man h i m s e l f .  T h is  i s  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  I 
r e c a l l  t h a t  when I f i r s t  m et som eone who had s e e n  and  sp o k en  
w it h  C .S . L e w is ,  i t  was v e r y  l i k e  t h e  p e o p le  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  
s e e in g  F id o ,  who had  b e e n  to u c h e d  by  t h e  M a ste r . He had  
bow-wowed f o r  t h e  M a s te r , had  e a te n  P r e s i d e n t i a l  b o n e s .
V V HEN I WENT t o  s e e  C .S". L ew is I had  a lr e a d y  e n jo y e d  t e n  
y e a r s  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w ith  h im . But I d id  n o t ,  a t  t h a t  
p o i n t ,  know n e a r l y  s o  much a b o u t him  a s  p o s s i b l y  y o u  d o .
For yo u  knew him  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  when much h a s  b een  s a i d  and  
w r i t t e n  a b o u t h im . In  f a c t ,  n on e  o f  t h e  t h in g s  w h ic h  h a v e  
b e e n  t a lk e d  a b o u t t o n i g h t  w ere  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h a t  t im e .  I 
f i r s t  r e a d  L e w is ' s  b o o k s  when I  w as an u n d e r g r a d u a te — a b o u t  
y o u r  a g e — and I rem em ber t h i n k i n g ,  " I  w is h  I c o u ld  know  
e v e r y t h in g  a b o u t h im . What a t e r r i b l e  and c r u s h in g  t r u t h  
t h a t  o n e  c a n  l i v e  and d i e  i n  t h e  same w o r ld  and n e v e r  know 
h im ."
Anyway, a f t e r  t e n  y e a r s  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  L e w is ,  I
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w ent t o  O xford  a t  h i s  i n v i t a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  yo u  can  
im a g in e  how t e r r i f i e d  I  w a s . P erh a p s  p e o p le  a s  a w h o le  w ere  
a  l i t t l e  m ore t im id  t h e n .  You move w ith  s u c h  e a s y  g r a c e ,  
you  d a n c e , p la y  m u s ic a l  in s t r u m e n t s ,  and g iv e  p a p e r s ,  and  
a r e  a l t o g e t h e r  v e r y  in f o r m a l and e a s y  w ith  on e  a n o t h e r .
I had n o t  th e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  su ch  com pany a s  y o u r s .  I t  was 
f o r  me a  v e r y  p e r s o n a l  p i l g r im a g e .  I was n o t  s u p p o r te d  
b y  many p e o p le  who knew L e w is , and a t  t h a t  t im e — t h in g s  
h a v e  ch a n g ed  s o  much— t h e y  s a i d ,  "Who i s  t h i s  man t h a t  you  
l ik e ? "  And I had t o  s a y ,  " C .S . ,  n o t  S i n c l a i r ,  L e w is ."
I t  i s  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  w hat you  h a v e  b e e n  d o in g  i n  t h e  
M y th o p o eic  S o c i e t y  t h a t  now o n e  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  t o  a d d  th e  
" n o t S i n c l a i r . "
Anyway, I w en t t o  h i s  h o u se  o n e  a f t e r n o o n ,  r e a l l y  t o  sp y  
o u t  th e  p l a c e .  He was e x p e c t in g  me th e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y , b u t  
th o u g h t  I s h o u ld  go  up and f i n d  o u t  how t o  g e t  t h e r e ,  in  
c a s e  I was l a t e .  As I w a lk ed  rou n d  t h e  h o u s e ,  I saw  som eone  
s i t t i n g  i n  a  c h a ir  w it h  h i s  b a ck  t o  t h e  w ind ow . I  knew who 
i t  w a s, and I was t e r r i f i e d  t h a t  I saw my h e a r t  b e a t in g  
i n s i d e  my c o a t .  L ew is came t o  t h e  d o o r , and I'm  n o t  s u r e  
e x a c t l y  w hat h ap p en ed  a f t e r  t h a t ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  I ' v e  n e v e r  m et 
w ith  su ch  a  r u s h  o f  g e n e r o s i t y  and g r e a t  b e a u ty  o f  s p e e c h  
and m an n ers.
I w en t i n t o  h i s  h o u s e ,  and I  t h in k  I e n d e a r ed  m y s e l f  t o  
him  i n  a  way t h a t  som e o f  y o u  may n o t  f e e l  I  s h o u ld  be p rou d  
o f .  L ew is s a i d ,  " L e t ' s  h a v e  t e a " — r a t h e r  i n  a  h u r r y  s o  we 
c o u ld  g e t  on t o  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  I th o u g h t  " o th e r  t h in g s "  
m ig h t h a v e  so m e th in g  t o  do w ith  c e r e b r a l  a c t i v i t y .  I d i s ­
c o v e r e d  t h a t  i t  was a b o u t t im e  f o r  h i s  e v e n in g  g l a s s  o f  
w h is k e y . Now L e w is , a s  y o u  w i l l  know from  h i s  S u r p r is e d  by  
J o y ,  had o n ly  o n e  j o i n t  in  h i s  thum bs ( h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  w ere  
t h e  sam e) and h e  was e x tr e m e ly  awkward i n  som e w a y s . Any­
w ay, he f e t c h e d  a new b o t t l e  o f  w h is k e y  w h ich  had n e v e r  b een  
op en ed  by human h an ds — and i t  c o u ld n ' t  b e  o p en ed  by  h i s .  
S e e in g  t h a t  he s im p ly  c o u ld n ' t  open  i t ,  h e  d rop p ed  i t  i n  th e  
w a s t e - p a p e r  b a s k e t ,  s a y in g ,  " I t ' s  a  p i t y .  One b o t t l e  l o s t . "  
I s a i d ,  " P erh ap s y o u ' l l  g i v e  me a c h a n ce  a t  t h a t ."  I 
r e t r i e v e d  i t  from  th e  w a s t e - p a p e r  b a s k e t  and p u l l e d  t h e  co rk  
o u t .  "You r e a l l y  a r e  q u i t e  a  man, a r e n ' t  y o u ? !"  e x c la im e d  
L ew is . You do le a r n  some t h in g s  in  t h e  S o u th  w here I was 
b o r n . I t ' s  n o t  c u l t i v a t e d  i n  e v e r y  s e n s e ,  b u t  in  some w ays 
we do know how t o  lo o k  a f t e r  o u r  l i v e s  r a t h e r  w e l l .
A f t e r  t h a t ,  we t a lk e d  o f  a  g r e a t  many t h i n g s ,  a s  I h a v e  
s i n c e  le a r n e d  i s  e a s y  w ith  p e o p le  su c h  a s  L e w is ,  and a t  th e  
end o f  t h a t  c o n v e r s a t io n  (som e o f  t h e s e  t h in g s  I h a v e  w r i t ­
t e n  a b o u t e l s e w h e r e ,  b u t I 'm  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  s a y  
so m e th in g  a b o u t i t  a g a in ;  I hop e i t  w o n 't  b e  t o o  p a tc h y )  I 
r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  I had had su c h  a good  d a y . C ow ard ly  th o u g h  
i t  c e r t a i n l y  m ust b e ,  I w ou ld  a lm o s t  h a v e  f o r e g o n e  m e e t in g  
t h i s  g r e a t  man r a t h e r  th a n  a c c e p t  t h e  h e a r tb r e a k  o f  h a v in g  
th e  o n e  m e e t in g  and n e v e r  s e e in g  him  a g a in .  He w a lk ed  w ith  
me t o  t h e  b u s - s t o p ,  and a s  we w ere  p a r t in g  I s a i d ,  " W e ll,  
th a n k  you  v e r y  m uch, s i r . "  "But w o n 't  I s e e  y o u  a g a in ? "  h e  
a s k e d . " Y o u 're  n o t  g e t t i n g  aw ay. M eet me a t  t h e  Lamb and  
F la g  on Monday a s  I  w ant t o  t a l k  w it h  yo u  som e m o re ."
And t h i s  i s  how I was in d u c te d  i n t o  w hat w a s, I  s u p p o s e ,  
th e  rem nant o f  t h e  I n k l i n g s .  T hey w ere  no  lo n g e r  m e e t in g  a t  
th e  B ir d  and Baby ( t h e  E a g le  and C h ild )  b u t  j u s t  a c r o s s  th e  
r o a d , a t  th e  Lamb and F la g .  I d o n ' t  th in k  I had  im a g in e d  
th e  I n k l in g s  t o  b e  s o  d e l i g h t f u l  a s  in  f a c t  t h e y  w e re .
T h ere  w ere  a  good  many o f  L e w is 's  f r i e n d s  t h e r e — I th in k  
g e n e r a l ly  a b o u t e i g h t  a t  a t im e .  E x tr a o r d in a r y — i t  was t h e  
f i r s t  t im e  I ' d  h ea r d  L a tin  u s e d  in  c o n v e r s a t io n .  N ot b y  m e, 
b u t by  L ew is and som e o f  h i s  f r i e n d s — i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  R .B . 
M cCallum , who was a t  t h i s  t im e  M a ster  o f  Pem broke C o l le g e .  
B e s t  o f  a l l ,  I d i s c o v e r e d  w hat I t h in k  made L ew is s u c h  a  
v e r y  e a s y  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l i s t .  I s a i d  so m e th in g  w h ic h  c a u s ed  
him  t o  s a y ,  "Hey! Y o u 'v e  r e a d  a l l  t h e  r i g h t  b o o k s !"  F o l ­
lo w in g  t h i s ,  he a sk e d  me so m e th in g  o r  th e  o t h e r ,  t h e  an sw er  
t o  w h ich  was p ic k e d  up by  L e w is , t o s s e d  a b o u t t h e  room , and  
was g e n e r a l l y  made s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  by  th e  end o f  th e  
m e e tin g  I was l e f t  t h in k in g ,  "What a j o l l y ,  i n t e r e s t i n g  chap  
I am!" The t r u t h  i s  t h a t  th o u g h  yo u  h a v e  in d e e d  s a i d  som e­
t h in g  w o r th  h e a r in g  i t  i s  o n ly  b e c a u s e  t h e r e ' s  a v e r y  w is e  
m en tor  t h e r e  who m akes i t  p o s s i b l e .
But I fo u n d  h i s  c o n v e r s a t io n  fo r m id a b le ,  a s  N e v i l l e  C og- 
h i l l  s a y s .  I t  was r i c h .  He d i d n ' t  do i t  a l l — I mean e v e r y ­
on e t a lk e d .  The c o m b in a tio n  o f  w i t ,  charm , and humour was 
so m e th in g  I had n e v e r  e x p e r ie n c e d  b e f o r e .  N or had  I much 
e x p e r ie n c e  o f  t h a t  t y p e  o f  o c c a s io n  in  w h ich  y o u  d o n ' t  sp ea k  
o f  sad  t h in g s  so  e n t i r e l y  a s  o n e  f e e l s  o n e  m ust o v e r  h e r e  i f  
anyon e i s  t o  b e l i e v e  you  a r e  " p r o fo u n d ."  L e w is , in  p a r t i c u ­
l a r ,  c h o s e  t o  t a l k  a b o u t t h in g s  w h ich  g a v e  p l e a s u r e .  And
t h i s  i n  i t s e l f  g a v e  me q u i t e  a  new o u t lo o k  on p le a s u r e .  
S im p le -m in d e d  a s  y o u  m ust im a g in e  me t o  h a v e  b e e n , i t  g a v e  
me c o n s id e r a b le  r e l i e f  t o  le a r n  from  L ew is t h a t  t h e  w o r ld  i s  
n o t ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  a  p la c e  w here o n e  s p e a k s  o n ly  o f  p r o b le m s — 
r a t h e r  a  p l a c e  w h ere  o n e  f o r g e t s  them  o c c a s i o n a l l y  and s im ­
p l y  e n jo y s  t h e  w o r ld .  L ew is  h i m s e l f  q u o te s  a  m e d ie v a l p o e t  
a s  s a y in g ,  "Man, w a lk  a t  l a r g e  o u t  o f  th y  p r i s o n ."  And 
t h i s ,  I r e c a l l ,  came i n t o  my h ea d  a t  t h a t  f i r s t  I n k l in g s  
m e e t in g .  H e r e , I  sa w , was a man who r e a l l y  was w a lk in g  f r e e  
and t a l l  i n  t h e  w o r ld ,  w h ich  h e  seem ed  t o  know s o  w e l l ,  and  
y e t  w h ic h  h e  seem ed  t o  h o ld  t o  s o  l o o s e l y .
T o lk ie n  w a s , I b e l i e v e ,  a t  t h e  f i r s t  m e e t in g ,  b u t a s  I 
g o t  t o  know him  q u i t e  w e l l  d u r in g  t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  
L e w is 's  d e a th  i t  i s  p e r h a p s  b e s t  i f  I s a v e  my r e c o l l e c t i o n s  
a b o u t him  u n t i l  t h e  en d .
Le w is  h i m s e l f ,  I t h i n k ,  was fo u n d  v e r y  fo r m id a b le  by  some 
p e o p le ,  and I now r e a l i s e  t h a t  a  g r e a t  many o f  t h o s e  who 
knew him  s a y  t h i r t y  o r  f o r t y  y e a r s  w ere  s t i l l  v e r y  much in  
awe o f  h im . And s o ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was I .  When h e  a s k e d  me t o  
b e  h i s  s e c r e t a r y ,  I was o v erw h elm ed . I th o u g h t ,  i n  t h a t  
s p l i t  s e c o n d  i n  w h ich  h e  a s k e d  m e, o f  on e  t h in g  I w ou ld  b e  
g i v i n g  u p , w h ic h  I  d i s l i k e d  g i v i n g  u p . "I s h a n ' t  b e  a b le  t o  
t a l k  a b o u t  C .S . L ew is— s o m e th in g  I e n jo y  s o  m u ch ."  The r e a ­
so n  I knew I w o u ld n 't  b e  a b le  t o  g i v e  i t  up e a s i l y  i s  t h a t  
I ' d  a lr e a d y  s l i p p e d  i n t o  my f a m i l i a r  h a b i t  o f  s a y in g ,  "as  
C .S . L ew is h a s  s a i d . "  I d id  t h i s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  w it h  h im . I 
rem em ber on e t im e  I s a i d  t o  h im , "As C .S . L ew is h a s  s a i d —  
o h , I 'm  s o r r y ,  y o u  a re  C .S . L e w is ,  a r e n ' t  you?"
" Y es, I  am ."
He saw  t h a t  tw o c o u ld  p la y  t h i s  game and h e  c o u ld  g e t  
some b e n e f i t  from  i t .  So h e  b eg a n  t o  s a y ,  "As C .S . L ew is  
h a s  s a i d ,  'We o u g h t t o  h a v e  some t e a . '  As C .S . L ew is h a s  
s a i d ,  'You  make i t . '  As C .S . L ew is h a s  s a i d ,  'J  w i l l  d r in k  
i t . ' "
L ew is was n o t ,  I fo u n d , fo r m id a b le  a t  hom e. When I 
moved i n t o  t h e  K i ln s ,  w h ich  was d u r in g  on e o f  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  
v a c a t i o n s ,  I f e l t  I had t o  b e  a l e r t  e v e r y  moment o f  th e  day  
and I w on d ered  w hat I w ou ld  sa y  a l l  t h e  t im e  we w ere  
t o g e t h e r .  I n e e d n ' t  h a v e  b e e n  a n x io u s  a s  a  few  h o u rs  a f t e r  
I ' d  moved i n  L ew is p ic k e d  up a b o o k , s a i d ,  " D o n 't you  have  
s o m e th in g  t o  r e a d ,  W a lter? "  and b eg a n  r e a d in g  h i s .  A f t e r  
t h a t  h e  m ore o r  l e s s  l e f t  i t  t o  me t o  a r r a n g e  h i s  a f f a i r s  
and g e n e r a l l y  lo o k  a f t e r  h im . Though we m anaged t o  g e t  
th ro u g h  q u i t e  a  l o t  o f  w ork , h i s  c o n v e r s a t io n  w a s , i f  a n y ­
t h i n g ,  m ore e n j o y a b le  th a n  a t  t h e  I n k l in g s  m e e t in g s .  He 
l i k e d  t o  b e  a lo n e  a f t e r  lu n c h ,  and o n e  d ay  a s  I w as l e a v in g  
him  I s a i d ,  "Do y o u  e v e r  ta k e  a nap?" "Oh, N o!” he  
la u g h e d . "But so m e tim e s  a nap t a k e s  m e."
Wh i l e  I  u n d e r s ta n d  t h a t  J o y  Davidm an had made a number o f  
im p rovem en ts in  th e  K i ln s ,  t h e  h o u se  a s  a h o u se  was v e r y  
much a  b a c h e lo r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  w ith  a  m o st d i s t i n c t  od ou r o f  
b o o k s and t o b a c c o .  L ik e  many u n m a rried  men I am n o t  p a r t i c ­
u la r  a b o u t my e v e r y d a y  s u r r o u n d in g s ,  b u t  e v e n  I c o u ld  s e e  
t h a t  t h e  h o u se  was b a d ly  ru n -d ow n . When t h e  h o u s e k e e p e r ,  
M rs. M i l l e r ,  w en t t h e r e  in  1 9 5 2 , s h e  d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  th e  
" b la c k o u t"  c u r t a i n s ,  p u t up a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  war in  
1 9 3 9 , had n e v e r  b een  ta k e n  down. They w ere  made o f  some 
b la c k  s t u f f  and w ere  n e v e r  m eant t o  b e  m ore th a n  an em er­
g e n c y  m e a su r e . L ew is th o u g h t  i t  a  p i t y  t o  sp en d  money on 
t h i s  s o r t  o f  f r i p p e r y ,  b u t  th e  h o u s e k e e p e r ,  f e e l i n g  som e­
t h in g  m ust b e  d o n e , a sk e d  L ew is i f  s h e  c o u ld  t a k e  them  down 
and w ash th em . He a g r e e d ,  som ewhat r e l u c t a n t l y .  W ith th e  
r e s u l t  t h a t ,  b e in g  q u i t e  r o t t e n ,  t h e y  d i s s o l v e d  i n  th e  
w a te r .
C o n s id e r in g  th e  enorm ous q u a n t i t i e s  o f  t e a  we d ra n k , i t  
seem ed  i r o n i c  t h a t  we s h o u ld  h a v e  t o  r e l y  on a  t e a p o t  w ith  a 
b ro k en  s p o u t .  But I th o u g h t  t h i s  r a t h e r  good  fu n .  You 
aim ed  t h e  s p o u t  a t  o n e  cup and h i t  a n o t h e r .  I f  I had n o t  
b e e n  s u c h  an a d m irer  o f  a l l  t h in g s  L e w is ia n  I m ig h t h ave  
r e p a ir e d  t h e  c h a ir  w ith  t h r e e  l e g s .  One o f  t h e  l e g s  was 
p e r i l o u s l y  c l o s e  t o  a h o le  in  th e  f l o o r ,  and o n c e ,  in  a f i t  
o f  m e r r im e n t, I r o c k e d  i n t o  th e  h o le  and t o p p le d  b a ck w a rd s . 
I ' v e  s e e n  o t h e r s  do i t  t o o .  But s u r e l y  no o n e  can  s u p p o se  
L ew is t o  h a v e  b e e n  mean c o n s id e r in g  t h a t  h e  g a v e  t w o - t h ir d s  
o f  h i s  in com e t o  c h a r i t y ,  and a  go o d  d e a l  o f  t h e  money he  
had s a v e d  f o r  h i s  own e x p e n s e s .  He s im p ly  c o u ld n ' t  b r in g  
h i m s e l f  t o  sp en d  a n y th in g  on t h in g s  h e  c o u ld  do w it h o u t .  We 
had  tw o a s h t r a y s  i n  t h e  h o u s e ,  and t h i s  c r e a t e d  so m e th in g  o f  
a p ro b lem  a s  we a l l  sm oked a l o t .  L ew is d i d n ' t  u s e  an a s h ­
t r a y ,  b u t  to o k  h i s  c i g a r e t t e  and f l i c k e d  i t  l i k e  t h i s .  D id
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you see  that?  I 'v e  been doing i t  a l l  day. The s e c r e t ,  d i s ­
covered by Lewis, i s  to  f l ic k  the c ig a r e t te  w h ile  you move 
your hand w ith the  r e s u lt  th a t you leave a very th in  t r a i l  
o f  ashes across the carp et. Lewis in s is te d  that ashes are 
good for  c a rp ets—but that on ly  men b e lie v e  i t .  Once I went 
out and bought tw elve ash trays out o f  my own pocket, p lanted  
them around Lewis, and found th a t he m issed them a l l .  But 
what d iffe r e n c e  does i t  make? He never s e t  anything on 
f i r e .
There was, b es id es  the housekeeper Mrs. M ille r , a most 
unorthodox gardener named Fred Paxford. He had been at the  
K ilns ever s in c e  i t  was purchased in  1930. This extrem ely  
kind-hearted  man was the same age as Lewis and he never 
m arried. I think he was sought a f te r  by some o f  the e ld e r ly  
la d ie s  l iv in g  near the  K iln s, but when asked why he never 
took one as h is  w ife  he in v a r ia b ly  quoted h is  fa v o u r ite  j i n ­
g le :  "A l i t t l e  p u ff  p f powder, A l i t t l e  smudge o f  p a in t,  
Makes a woman look l ik e ,  Ju st what she a in ' t ."
Paxford was expert at what i s  c a lle d  "holding th in gs  
togeth er  w ith a n a il and a p iece  o f  s tr in g ."  When I was in  
the K ilns r e c e n tly  I n o ticed  in  Major L ew is's study a memor­
i a l  o f  Paxford's curious workmanship. Like Lewis he was 
generous, but l ik e  Lewis he d is l ik e d  throwing money away.
But about the "memorial"—once when a window in  the M ajor's 
study was broken Paxford could not bring h im se lf to  buy a 
new, c le a r  pane o f  g la ss  to  put in  i t .  He used in stead  an 
opaque p iece  which he happened to  have handy, the kind o f  
g la ss  one normally u ses in  la v a to r ie s .-  I t  i s  curious how 
fr u str a tin g  i t  i s  because, when g lan cin g  out the window, you 
f e e l  something has gone wrong with your ey es .
O ccasionally  Paxford did the cooking, and very good he
was at i t .  We always a te  sim ply , but w e ll .  The problem was 
th a t , as Paxford did the shopping, one could never be sure  
o f  having enough o f  some th in g s . As L ew is's se c r e ta r y , i t  
was part o f  my job to  arrange t e a s ,  and I worried c o n sta n tly  
as to  whether we should have enough sugar in  the house. In 
England we ca n 't  buy sugar in  large  bags as you do over 
here. The ch o ice  i s  between a one-pound or a two-pound bag. 
And—ty p ic a l o f  Paxford—he would buy on ly  h a lf  o f  a one- 
pound bag i f  he could f in d  someone to  take the other h a lf .  
Lewis en terta in ed  a number o f  d ist in g u ish ed  people to  te a ,  
and as most people take sugar, I should have dreaded saying  
to  some d is t in g u ish e d  g u e st , "Whatever you do a t  home, you 
won't get sugar in  t h i s  house."  I ta lk ed  about t h i s  w ith  
Paxford, but h is  argument was alw ays, "Well, you never know 
when the end o f  the  world w i l l  come and we don 't want to  be 
l e f t  w ith surgar on our hands. W hat'll we do w ith  i t  then? 
In vain  did I argue th a t i t  w ouldn't make any d iffe r e n c e  
what was in  the lard er when the end came. The p o in t I 
t ic u la r ly  p ressed  i s  tha t we wanted "Mr. Jack's"  g u ests to  
enjoy th e ir  t e a —e s p e c ia l ly  the one coming that very a f t e r ­
noon.
"He may not take sugar,"  sa id  Paxford.
"But he m a y ,"  sa id  I.
"But he may n o t , "  sa id  Paxford, "and then where are we? 
We got enough fo r  Mr. Jack."
Because Lewis looked so w e ll ,  as most ruddy-faced people  
do, i t  was sometimes easy to  fo rg et th a t he was very i l l .
As he found "medical ta lk ,"  s p e c ia lly  about h im se lf , such a 
bore, most o f  my inform ation about h is  con d ition  came from 
Dr. R.E. Havard. L ew is's con d ition  became very grave in  
July 1963, and i t  was during a three-w eek 's sta y  in  a p r i­
va te  nursing home, when he almost d ied , that I came to  know
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him  m ore i n t i m a t e l y  th a n  b e f o r e .  P a r t l y ,  I s u p p o s e ,  b e c a u s e  
h e  i n s i s t e d  on k e e p in g  up h i s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  I w as a l lo w e d  
t o  s i t  b y  h i s  b e d s id e  a l l  t h e  t im e  h e  w as t h e r e .  Though  
t h e r e  w a s , i n e v i t a b l y ,  much h e a r t - b r e a k  c a u s e d  b y  s e e i n g  him  
s u f f e r ,  i t  w as h e  who m in i s t e r e d  t h e  h ig h  c o m fo r t s  t o  m e. 
O nce when h e  w as j u s t  b e g in n in g  t o  show  som e s i g n s  o f  r e c o v ­
e r i n g ,  b u t  w as s t i l l  i n  d a n g e r  o f  d y in g ,  h e  a s k e d  why I 
lo o k e d  s o  g lu m .
T he a n sw er  t o  t h i s  i s  t h a t ,  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  
o f  t h e  K i l n s ,  w as a  f i e r c e  o l d  a t h e i s t  o f  n i n e t y - s e v e n  who 
w en t o u t  w a lk in g  e v e r y  m o r n in g . W henever we m et h e  a s k e d  i f  
L ew is  w ere  s t i l l  a l i v e ,  and  on  r e c e i v i n g  my r e p l y  t h a t  h e  
w as v e r y  i l l ,  t h e  o l d  man w o u ld  s a y ,  " N o th in g  w rong w i t h  m e'. 
I ' v e  g o t  a  lo n g  t im e  y e t ! "
When L ew is  in q u ir e d  a b o u t my g lu m n e s s ,  I r e p l i e d  t h a t  I 
was te m p te d — v e r y  s t r o n g l y  te m p te d — t o  t e l l  Our Lord t h a t  I  
th o u g h  i t  m o n s t r o u s ly  u n f a i r  t h a t  h e  s h o u ld  a l lo w  t h e  
n a u g h ty  o l d  a t h e i s t  t o  s e e m in g ly  go  on f o r e v e r  and  i n s t e a d  
l e t  L e w is ,  who w as o n ly  s i x t y - f o u r ,  com e t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  
d e a t h .  "Mind y o u ,"  I s a i d ,  s e e i n g  L e w is ' s  f a c e  c lo u d  o v e r ,  
"I h a v e n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s a i d  i t  i n  my p r a y e r s ,  b u t  I ' v e  come 
p r e t t y  c l o s e . "
"And w h at do  y o u  t h in k  Our L ord w o u ld  s a y  t o  th a t ? "
L ew is  s a i d  w i t h  h i s  m o st  d i s c o u r a g in g  l o o k .
"What?"
"What i s  t h a t  t o  y o u '.''
A nyone who h a s  r e a d  Joh n  2 1 :2 2  w i l l  know how p e r f e c t  a  
r eb u k e  i t  w a s . As d e e p ly  a s  I f e l t  i t ,  i t  f i l l e d  me w it h  
m ore g r a t i t u d e  t o  God and L ew is  th a n  a n y t h in g  I ' v e  known 
b e f o r e  o r  s i n c e .
I t ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  made me much m ore c o n s c io u s  o f  e n j o y in g  
t h e  g o o d  t im e s  t h a t  came l a t e r .  But t h e r e  i s  o n e  m ore n u r s ­
in g  home a d v e n t u r e  t h a t  th r o w s  som e i n t e r e s t i n g  l i g h t  on  
L e w is . H is  d o c t o r  t o l d  me t h a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  a  v e r y  g o o d  
t h in g  i f  I g a v e  L ew is  a  g l a s s  o f  w h is k e y  e v e r y  e v e n in g  
b e f o r e  d in n e r — "And h a v e  o n e  y o u r s e l f ! "  I ,  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  
w en t o u t  and f e t c h e d  i n  a  b o t t l e .  But t o  go  b a c k  a  l i t t l e :
I h ad  b e e n  t o l d  t h a t  I w o u ld  h a v e  t o  b e  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  
lu c k y  t o  a v o id  th e  h a r d e s t  and  m o st b u l l y i n g  n u r s e  in  O x fo rd  
w ho, a s  f a r  a s  I  c o u ld  u n d e r s t a n d ,  t e r r i f i e d  a  num ber o f  
p a t i e n t s  i n t o  a b s o l u t e  s u b m is s io n  t o  h e r  w i l l .  P e r h a p s  i t  
lo o k e d  a t r i f l e  i r r e g u l a r  i n  a  h o s p i t a l ,  b u t I h ad  j u s t  
o p en ed  t h e  w h is k e y ,  p o u r e d  L ew is  a  g l a s s ,  and was j u s t  l i f t ­
in g  o n e  t o  my own l i p s  when i n  w a lk e d  t h i s  in d o m it a b le  l a d y .  
B en ea th  t h e  f r i z z y  r e d  h a i r  w as a  m ore a la r m in g  c o u n te n a n c e  
th a n  I had im a g in e d  e v e n  on t h e  M ed usa . "And w h at do y o u  
t h in k  y o u 'r e  d o in g ? "  s a i d  s h e  w it h  b a r e l y  c o n t r o l l e d  c o n ­
te m p t .  "I t h in k  I 'm  d r in k in g — a  g l a s s  o f  w h is k e y ? "  T h en , 
b r u s h in g  p a s t  m e, s h e  c o n f r o n t e d  t h e  p a t i e n t .  " A l r i g h t ,  
P r o f e s s o r  L e w is .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  know w hat y o u  t h in k  yo u  a r e  
d o in g ! "  T hough h i s  b o o k s  a r e  v e r y  m a g i s t e r i a l  i n d e e d ,  I 
w on d ered  i f  h e  c o u ld  p o s s i b l y  o u t - m a g i s t e r  t h i s  M ed usa.
"Ah— y e s ! "  h e  s a i d  w i t h  p e r f e c t  e q u a n im it y .  "Now, 
n u r s e ,  i f  y o u  w i l l  t a k e  t h a t  g l a s s  o v e r  t h e r e ,  an d  f o l d  t h a t  
b l a n k e t — t h a t ' s  i t ,  p u t  i t  o v e r  t h e r e — and th a n k  y o u  v e r y  
m uch, my d e a r .  Y o u ' l l  f i n d  t h e  d o o r  o v e r  t h e r e ,  and  th a n k  
y o u  so  m uch. T h a t ' s  i t .  G o o d -b y e ."  S h e  l e f t  w i t h o u t  a  
p e e p — and I w as s o  f i l l e d  w i t h  a d m ir a t io n  t h a t  I g a v e  him  
tw o d r i n k s .
On l e a v i n g  t h e  h o s p i t a l  we w e re  a d v i s e d  t o  t a k e  w i t h  u s  a  
m a le  n u r s e — o n e  S c o tsm a n  nam ed A le c  R o s s .  M ale n u r s e s  a r e  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e f u l  i f  a  p a t i e n t  n e e d s  l i f t i n g ,  and  b e c a u s e  
t h e r e  a r e  s o  fe w  o f  th em , t h e y  a r e  a b le  t o  p i c k  an d  c h o o s e  
a s  t h e y  l i k e .  A le c  h ad  a  f o u l  to n g u e  and h e  h ad  h i t h e r t o  
" s p e c i a l i s e d "  i n  p a t i e n t s  w it h  g ra n d  h o u s e s  and  R o l l s  
R o y c e s .  One s i g h t  o f  t h e  K i ln s  and  h e  l e t  f l y  s u c h  a b u s e  a s  
c a n n o t  b e  d u p l i c a t e d  h e r e .  In  s h o r t ,  h e  th o u g h t  we l i v e d  i n  
a p i g  s t y .  But b e n e a th  t h i s  ro u g h  c o n te m p t w as a  k in d  and  
g e n e r o u s  n a t u r e .  I d o n ' t  t h in k  h e  h a d  r e a d  a n y t h in g  o u t s i d e  
n e w sp a p e r s  and  m a g a z in e s ,  and h e  had  no  n o t io n  who L ew is  was 
o t h e r  th a n  th e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  w as a  " S om eb od y."
One d a y  A le c  and  I w ere  h a v in g  o u r  t e a  a l o n e ,  and  s t i l l  
n o t  s u r e  why L ew is  w as "S om eb od y ,"  h e  d e s i r e d  t o  know  
w h e th e r — h e c o u l d n ' t  t h in k  o f  t h e  name Who's Who— t h e  " g r e a t  
mon was i n  t h a t  b i g  b o k e . . . "  L ew is  w as c om in g  th r o u g h  t h e  
d o o r  a t  t h a t  moment a n d , o v e r h e a r in g  t h i s ,  s a i d ,  "A y, a y ,  
A le c !  I 'm  i n  w hat y o u  i n  S c o t la n d  c a l l  Wha's Wha." The 
f a c t  t h a t  A l e c ' s  p a t i e n t  w as i n  Wha's Wha d id  n o t  m i t i g a t e  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  own a  R o l l s  R o y c e — o r  in d e e d  a  c a r  
o f  a n y  k in d — b u t a l l  t h e s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  s o o n  d ro p p ed  o u t  
o f  t h e  way when h e  had  a t a s t e  o f  h i s  l i v e l y  c o n v e r s a t io n
and e n t i r e  s e l f - f o r g e t f u l n e s s .  He ju d g e d  L ew is  e n t i r e l y  a s  
a  man, and  t h a t  man h e  l i k e d  e n o r m o u s ly . L ew is  l i k e d  A le c  
t o o ,  and  a f t e r  h e  h ad  b e e n  w i t h  him  o n ly  a  few  d a y s  L ew is  
s a i d ,  "Come o n ,  A le c .  ' P r o f e s s o r '  i s  t o o  much o f  a  m o u th fu l  
f o r  y o u . C a l l  me J a c k ."
I s h o u ld  m e n t io n  t h a t  s o o n  a f t e r  L e w is ' s  i l l n e s s  becam e  
v e r y  s e r i o u s ,  h e  h ad  h ad  t o  m ove h i s  b ed  d o w n s t a ir s  i n t o  h i s  
s t u d y  t o  a v o id  an y  c l im b in g .  I to o k  o v e r  t h e  u p s t a i r s  b e d ­
room w h ic h  L ew is  h ad  o c c u p ie d ,  and  A le c  w as p u t  i n  t h e  
" m u sic  room" a s  i t  w as c a l l e d — a  l a r g e ,  d o w n s t a ir s  room , 
em p ty  e x c e p t  f o r  a  b ed  and from  w h ich  h e  c o u ld  k e e p  an e y e  
on L ew is  d u r in g  t h e  n i g h t .  As h e  h ad  t o  b e  aw ake a l l  n i g h t ,  
h e  w a s , n a t u r a l l y ,  e n t i t l e d  t o  s l e e p  d u r in g  t h e  d a y . L ew is  
and  I b e l i e v e d  A le c  c o u ld  b e  im p ro v e d  by  a  l i t t l e  l e g - p u l l ,  
and  we s o o n  d i s c o v e r e d  how t h i s  w as t o  b e  d o n e .
A fe w  w eek s  a f t e r  t h e  m a le  n u r s e  a r r i v e d ,  L ew is  r e t i r e d  
from  C am brid ge and  s e n t  me o v e r  t o  f e t c h  h i s  b o o k s  hom e. 
T h e re  w ere  o v e r  2 ,0 0 0  i n  h i s  C am brid ge ro o m s , and  a f t e r  I 
had  s o l d  so m e , g iv e n  o t h e r s  aw ay, I b r o u g h t  t h e  b u lk  o f  them  
b a ck  t o  O x fo r d  i n  a  l a r g e  t r u c k .  On t h e  way home I w on d ered  
w h ere  on e a r t h  we s h o u ld  p u t  th em  a s  t h e  K i ln s  w as a lr e a d y  
p a ck ed  t o  t h e  b u r s t i n g  p o i n t .  I n e e d n ' t  h a v e  w o r r ie d  a s  
L ew is  h ad  a l r e a d y  l a i d  h i s  p l a n s ,  and  when h e  m et t h e  t r u c k  
i n  t h e  d r i v e  h e  c a u t io n e d  t h e  d r i v e r  and  me t o  b e  a s  q u i e t  
a s  p o s s i b l e .  "B ut w h e r e ' l l  we s t o r e  t h e  b o o k s? "  I  w h is ­
p e r e d .  " I ' v e  a l r e a d y  th o u g h t  o f  t h a t , "  h e  a n sw er e d  w i t h  a 
w in k . W ith  i n f i n i t e  p a in s  s o  a s  n o t  t o  w ake t h e  recu m b en t  
A l e c ,  we s p e n t  an h o u r  c a r r y in g  them  i n t o  t h e  " m u sic  room" 
and s t a c k i n g  th em  ro u n d  A l e c ' s  b e d .  The n u r s e  w as s t i l l  
s n o r in g  when t h e  l a s t  v o lu m e  w as l a i d  on  a  g r e a t  w a l l  o f  
b o o k s  w h ic h  w as n e a r l y  a s  h ig h  a s  t h e  c e i l i n g  and w h ic h  ran  
from  o n e  s i d e  o f  t h e  room t o  t h e  o t h e r .  " S e n s i t i v e "  s o u l s  
w i l l  a c c u s e  u s  o f  c r u e l t y ,  b u t  t h e r e  r e a l l y  w as n o w h ere  e l s e  
we c o u ld  h a v e  s t o r e d  th em .
A b ou t t h e  t im e  t h e  n u r s e  u s u a l l y  w o k e , L ew is  and  I  w ere  
w a i t i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  room f o r  t h e  r e s u l t s .  Then i t  h a p p en ed :  
A le c  w o k e , fo u n d  h i m s e l f  en tom b ed  i n  b o o k s ,  and b e l lo w e d  a t  
t h e  to p  o f  h i s  v o i c e .  S u d d e n ly  p a r t  o f  t h e  w a l l  o f  b o o k s  
b r o k e ,  tu m b le d  dow n, and a b o d y  c r a w le d  o u t .  O ver d r in k s
A le c  s a i d  i t  w as t h e  b e s t  d -------d  j o k e  h e  had  s e e n  p la y e d  on
a n y o n e .
If  I  had  n o t  known L ew is  I  t h in k  I s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  c o n fu s e d  
by t h o s e  c r i t i c s  who a ssu m e t h a t  i f  h e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  s u c h  and  
s u c h  a t h i n g  v e r y  much h e  m u st h a v e  a c t i v e l y  d i s l i k e d  i t .  
B e c a u s e  L ew is  w en t s e ld o m  t o  c o n c e r t s  and p l a y s  som e c r i t i c s  
I ' v e  r e a d  h a v e  m a in ta in e d  t h a t  he d i s l i k e d  b o t h ,  w h e r e a s  th e  
t r u t h  i s  t h a t ,  l i k e  m o st o f  t h e  w o r ld ' s  p o p u la t io n ,  h e  
h a d n ' t  t im e  t o  do e v e r y t h in g  h e  l i k e d  and  s o  h ad  t o  b e  d i s ­
c r i m in a t in g  w i t h  h i s  t im e .  A n o th er  f a t a l  way o f  a p p r o a c h in g  
a  p u b l i c  f i g u r e  i s  t o  b e g in  w ith  a  h an d y  l i t t l e  l i s t  o f  
f a s h i o n a b l e  " i s t s "  and " is m s ,"  s u c h  a s  " s e x i s t "  an d  " r a c i a l ­
i s t , "  and t r y  and  make t h e  s o m e tim e s  s c a n t y  f a c t s  a b o u t t h a t  
p u b l i c  f i g u r e  f i t  o n e  o f  t h e s e  " i s t s "  o r  " is m s ."  B e c a u s e  o f  
t h i s  m eth od  o f  " i n t e r p r e t i n g " — a n d , t h e r e b y ,  l i m i t i n g — th e  
a c t i o n s  and  i n c l i n a t i o n s  o f  p e o p le  I am o f t e n  h e s i t a n t  a b o u t  
r e c a l l i n g  t h e  v e r y  hum ourous s i d e  o f  L ew is  l e s t  som eon e s a y ,  
"B ut I th o u g h t  L ew is  w as v e r y - s e r io u s ' .  A f t e r  t e l l i n g  me 
t h a t  h e  w r o te  E n g lis h  L i t e r a t u r e  i n  th e  S ix t e e n th  C en tu ry  
a r e  y o u  now c la im in g  t h a t  h e  was ' b o y i s h ' ?  W h a tev er  am I t o  
th in k ? "  B u t , come now , y o u  d o n ' t  s u p p o s e  t h a t  b e c a u s e  I 
s h o t  som e o f  y o u  w it h  a  w a t e r - p i s t o l — a f t e r  t h e  d r e n c h in g  
y o u  g a v e  me— t h a t  I n e v e r  s a y  my p r a y e r s ?
Wh en  I w as a  yo u n g  la d  many p e o p le  w ere  s l a v i s h  f o l l o w e r s  
o f  E m ily  P o s t ' s  Book o f  E t i q u e t t e  w h ich , w as e v e r y o n e ' s  g u id e  
t o  m a n n ers . F or a  w h i l e  o n e  o f  my e l d e r  b r o t h e r s ,  m ore c o n ­
c e r n e d  w i t h  m an n ers th a n  I w a s , th o u g h t  v e r y  h i g h l y  o f  i t ,  
and h e  c h o s e  t o  i n s t r u c t  me on w h at a  g e n t le m a n  c o u ld  and  
m o st d e f i n i t e l y  c o u ld  n o t  d o . I w as n o t  m ore th a n  t e n  when 
h e  p o in t e d  t o  a  p a s s a g e  in  M iss  P o s t  w h ic h  s a y s  t h a t  "men do  
n o t  w ea r  d iam on d s t o  t h e  o p e r a ."  " A ll  r i g h t , "  h e  s a i d ,  
sla m m in g  t h e  b o o k  s h u t ,  "What i s  i t  t h a t  men do n o t  w ear  t o  
t h e  o p e r a ? "  " D iam on d s!"  s a i d  I ,  b r i g h t l y .  " L e t ' s  t r y  i t  
a g a i n ,"  h e  s a i d ,  "Men do n o t  w ea r  d iam on d s w h ere?" "The 
o p e r a !"  T h is  w as o f  c o u r s e  a b s u r d  b e c a u s e  I knew n o t h in g  o f  
t h e  o p e r a — and w h ere  w o u ld  I g e t  d ia m o n d s?  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  
made me m ore c o n s c io u s  th a n  I  had  b e e n  b e f o r e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
s o m e th in g ,  e n t i r e l y  s e p a r a t e  from  m o r a l i t y ,  w h ic h  i s  a b o u t  
t h e  R ig h t  and  t h e  Wrong way o f  d o in g  t h i n g s .  Y e a rs  b e f o r e  I
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m et L ew is I had  b een  s t r u c k  by t h a t  p a s s a g e  ( s t a n z a  3 8 ) in  
S i r  Gawain and th e  G reen K n ig h t  i n  w h ich  t h e  n o b le s  o f  S i r  
B e r t i l a k ' s  c o u r t  crow d rou n d  S i r  Gawain (a  " f i n e  f a t h e r  o f  
b r e e d in g " )  b e c a u s e  t h e y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  "w hat m anners h ig h  may 
mean /  t h i s  k n ig h t  w i l l  now im p a r t ."  As t h e  s t o r y  m akes 
p l a i n ,  much m ore i s  m eant by  t h i s  th a n  how yo u  c u t  v e n is o n  
o r  w h e th e r  you  w ip e  y o u r  m outh w it h  y o u r  hand o r  y o u r  
s l e e v e .  I t  i s  m ore c o n c e r n e d  w it h  c o u r t e s y  and w hat L ew is  
h i m s e l f ,  in  a n o th e r  c o n t e x t ,  c a l l s  " c i v i l i s a t i o n  o f  th e  
h e a r t ."
I t h in k  L ew is was m ore l i k e  S i r  Gawain th a n  a  man who 
d o e s n ' t  w ear  d iam onds t o  th e  o p e r a .  He a d a p te d  h i s  "man­
n e r s "  t o  f i t  w h o ev er  h e  was w i t h ,  and h e  was m ore i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h e i r  c o m fo r t  th a n  t h e i r  b e in g  im p r e s s e d  w i t h  h i s  b r e e d ­
in g .  I am rem in d ed  o f  an o c c a s io n  when I i n v i t e d  L ew is and  
A u s t in  and K a th e r in e  F a r r e r  t o  d in e  a t  "The O ld S w an ,"  a 
m ost b e a u t i f u l  f o u r t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  in n  o u t s i d e  O xford  w h ich  
i s  fam ous f o r  i t s  c u i s i n e .  I h ad  b o o k ed  a  t a b l e  a w eek in  
a d v a n c e , f o r  8 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  e v e n in g .  We a r r i v e d  a t  7 : 3 0 ,  
had a  d r in k ,  had a n o th e r  d r in k ,  and s o  on t i l l  a b o u t 9 
o ' c l o c k  when I  b eg a n  t o  w onder why we w ere  n o t  i n v i t e d  i n t o  
th e  d in in g -r o o m . No, i t  w as a l l  r i g h t ,  we w ere  e x p e c t e d ,  
j u s t  a  s h o r t  d e l a y ,  an y  moment now . By 10 o ' c l o c k  my g u e s t s  
w ere  t i r e d  and  s t i l l  u n fe d .  I  had  q u i t e  run o u t  o f  a p o lo ­
g i e s  and  was n e a r ly  r e a d y  t o  t a k e  t h e  h ea d  w a i t e r  by  t h e  
t h r o a t .  F i n a l l y ,  a t  1 0 :1 5  we w ere  u s h e r e d  i n t o  t h e  m a g n i f i ­
c e n t  h a l l  and s e a t e d .  But s t i l l  n o t h in g  h a p p en ed . W ith o u t  
th e  l e a s t  show o f  em b a r r a ssm e n t, L ew is w en t o v e r  t o  a s i d e -  
t a b l e  and f e t c h e d  b a ck  a  l o a f  o f  b r e a d ,  a bow l o f  b u t t e r ,  
som e c h in a  and s i l v e r ,  and s e r v e d  e a c h  o f  u s  h i m s e l f .  T h is  
g o t  t h e  s t a f f  on t h e  m ove, and I t h in k  t h e y  w ere  m ore 
to u c h e d  b y  L e w is 's  c o n s id e r a t io n  th a n  e m b a rra ssed  by  t h e i r  
s l a c k n e s s .
I saw  v e r y  l i t t l e  o f  T o lk ie n  t i l l  a f t e r  L ew is d i e d ,  and  
a f t e r  t h a t  i t  was r a t h e r  l i k e  b e in g  p a s s e d  from  o n e  t o  th e  
o t h e r .  T o l k i e n ' s  enorm ous g e n e r o s i t y  w as a l l  t h e  more 
e x t r a o r d in a r y  c o n s id e r i n g  how much h e  had  on h i s  p l a t e .  He 
was l i v i n g  a t  t h i s  t im e  i n  S a n d f i e ld  R oad , and s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
L ew is  d ie d  h e  i n v i t e d  me t o  h i s  h o u s e ,  f i r s t  p o i n t i n g  o u t  
t h a t  u n d er  no  c ir c u m s t a n c e  w h a ts o e v e r  was I t o  s t a y  m ore 
th a n  t h i r t y  m in u t e s .  H is  s t u d y  w as o u t s i d e  h i s  h o u s e  in  
w hat I  t h in k  had  o r i g i n a l l y  b e e n  a  g a r a g e ,  w it h  o n e  d o o r  
l e a d in g  i n t o  i t ,  and a n o th e r  l e a d in g  o u t  i n t o  t h e  g a r d e n .
H is  c o n v e r s a t io n  came i n  g u s t s ,  and th o u g h  t h r i l l i n g  was 
s t r a n g e l y  s o o t h in g .  My r e g r e t  was t h a t  on t h i s  o c c a s io n  I 
h e a r d  s o  l i t t l e  o f  i t :  b e in g  a  f i n e  d ay  h e  k e p t  d is a p p e a r in g  
i n t o  t h e  g a r d e n , w a lk in g  rou n d  t h e  h o u se  and r e a p p e a r in g  
th r o u g h  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r — t a l k i n g  a l l  t h e  w h i l e .  I su p p o se d  
a t  f i r s t  t h a t  I  w as m eant t o  b e  f o l l o w i n g  h im , b u t e v e r y  
t im e  I g o t  up t o  go  a f t e r  him  h e  m o t io n e d  me t o  s t a y .  He 
to o k  a  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  f r i e n d ,  L e w is ,  and  j u s t  a t  th e  
p o in t  w h ere  h e  was t e l l i n g  me o f  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  t h e  In k ­
l i n g s  my h a l f - h o u r  was u p . N o th in g  w o u ld  n o r m a lly  h a v e  
in d u c e d  me t o  l e a v e ,  b u t n o t  w is h in g  t o  t a k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  
t h e  t i m e - l i m i t  h e  had  s e t ,  I s t o o d  up t o  g o .  "Keep y o u r  
s e a t , "  h e  s a i d .  A f t e r  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  c a u t io n s  t o  "Keep yo u r  
s e a t' ."  I  d id  j u s t  t h a t  and s t a y e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  h o u r s .
Though I was t o  seem  him  o f t e n  a f t e r  t h i s ,  no memory o f  
him  s t a n d s  o u t  in  my m ind s o  c l e a r l y  a s  t h e  o n e  o f  him  w a lk ­
in g  me t h a t  d a y  t o  h i s  f r o n t  g a t e .  He who had  b e e n  an 
in t im a t e  f r i e n d  o f  L e w is 's  f o r  o v e r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  s a i d  t o  m e,
th e  r e l a t i v e  n ew -com er t o  O x fo r d , "I am s o  s o r r y  y o u  h a v e  
l o s t  y o u r  f r i e n d  J a c k ,  and you  m u st come t o  me w h en ev er  you  
a r e  u n h a p p y ."  I was t o  s e e  th e  y e l lo w  w a i s t c o a t  and hand­
some b lu e  e y e s  many t im e s ,  b u t  t h e y  w ere  o f  s p e c i a l  s i g n i f -  
c a n c e  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  and c a r r i e d  me r i g h t  o v e r  from  b e in g  an 
a d m ire r  o f  The L ord  o f  th e  R in g s  t o  an e v en  s t r o n g e r  a d m ira ­
t i o n  f o r  th e  man h i m s e l f .
On on e o f  h i s  num erous t r i p s  t o  P o o le  w h ere he was l a t e r  
t o  make h i s  hom e, h e  w r o te  t o  me o f  t h e  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  he  
had s h i e l d i n g  h i m s e l f  from  r e p o r t e r s .  "I f e e l , "  h e  s a i d ,  
" l i k e  a  j e s t e r  th r o w in g  up c o lo u r e d  b a l l s  and t r y i n g  to  
c a t c h  th em . S o m eth in g  I c o u ld n ' t  do a s  a  you n g  m an, I'm  
f o r c e d  t o  do a s  an o ld  o n e ."  And, a s  y o u  know, h e  d id  e v e n ­
t u a l l y  move t o  P o o le .  I t h in k  i t  was t h e  v e r y  d ay  h e  s o ld  
h i s  h o u se  in  S a n d f i e ld  Road t h a t  he f e l l  down t h e  s t a i r s  and  
p u l l e d  a  m u sc le  in  h i s  l e g .  S o , w ith  T o lk ie n  i n  an O xford  
h o s p i t a l ,  h i s  e n t i r e  l e g  in  p l a s t e r ,  M rs. T o lk ie n  h ad  t o  
move down t o  P o o le  by  h e r s e l f .  T h is  e x tr e m e ly  k in d  and  
m o th e r ly  la d y  was f r a i l  a t  t h e  t im e ,  and I know s h e  was a s  
w o r r ie d  f o r  him  a s  h e  was f o r  h e r .  But t h e r e  was n o t h in g  he  
c o u ld  do t i l l  t h e  c a s t  w as o f f .  I t  was t h e  s tr a w b e r r y  s e a ­
so n  and when I w en t e v e r y  d ay  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t o  s e e  him  I 
c a r r i e d  a  bow l o f  s t r a w b e r r i e s  and crea m . H e, i n  h i s  t u r n ,  
a lw a y s  g a v e  me a g l a s s  o f  C a r lsb u r y  la g e r  w h ich  I  l o v e  and 
w h ich  h e  p ro n o u n ced  t o  b e  a s  " l i g h t  and d e l i c a t e  a s  th e  f i n ­
e s t  w h i t e  w in e ."
U n lik e  L e w is , T o lk ie n  r e a d  th e  n e w sp a p e rs  and he had  
s e e n  t h e  s t o r y ,  a b o u t t h i s  t im e ,  o f  an o ld  la d y  i n  M anches­
t e r  who had had t o  h a v e  a  l e g  a m p u ta te d . By t h e  m ost 
g h a s t l y  m is c h a n c e ,  th e  d o c t o r s  had  rem oved  ,th e  w rong l e g — 
w it h  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e  p o o r  o ld  d e a r  en d ed  up l o s i n g  them  
b o th .
I was in  t h e  h o s p i t a l  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  t a l k i n g  w ith  
T o lk ie n  who was l y i n g  t h e r e  w ith  h i s  w h o le  l e g ,  t h e  f o o t  
r i g h t  up t o  h i s  h ip  in  p l a s t e r .  One o f  t h e  n u r s e s  had  j u s t  
s c r i b b l e d  so m e th in g  on t h e  c h a r t  w h ich  hung from  t h e  end o f  
h i s  b e d . "I w ant t o  s e e  t h a t  c h a r t ,"  h e  s a i d ,  a f t e r  s h e  had  
l e f t .  I g a v e  i t  t o  him  and I was a s  a s t o n i s h e d  a s  h e  w a s.
I t  s a i d ,  "one f o o t  o f f . "  The b e l l s  b eg a n  t o  r i n g .  The s i s ­
t e r s  came i n .  "I d o n ' t  w ant t o  s e e  y o u ,"  h e  e x c la im e d ,  "I  
w ant t o  s e e  M atron , I w ant t o  s e e  t h e  d o c t o r s ,  I w ant t o  
s e e  t h e  s u r g e o n . . ."  and s o  t i l l  h a l f  th e  h o s p i t a l  s t a f f  was 
arou n d  h i s  b e d .
" A ll  r i g h t ! "  h e  s a i d ,  " 'o n e  f o o t  o f f ' — I know a b o u t th e  
woman i n  M a n c h e ste r — 'o n e  f o o t  o f f ' ! "
" P r o f e s s o r  T o lk ie n ,  we b e g  y o u r  p a r d o n . A l l  i t  m eans i s  
t h a t  t h e  p l a s t e r  c a s t  o f  t h e  f o o t  com es o f f . "
" I t  s a y s ,  'o n e  f o o t  o f f . ' "
" I t  i s  o n ly  t h e  p l a s t e r  c a s t . "
And s o  i t  w a s. No on e  l o s t  a f o o t ,  th o u g h  o n e  can  
h a r d ly  b lam e th e  P r o f e s s o r  f o r  h i s  v i g i l a n c e .
Bu t  i t  i s  t im e  f o r  me t o  e n d , th o u g h , a s  y o u  h a v e  s e e n ,  i t  
i s  h a rd  f o r  me t o  draw r e i n  when s p e a k in g  o f  tw o men w hose  
l i v e s  and  w ork s h a v e  m eant s o  much t o  m e. I w is h  yo u  t o  
b e l i e v e  how in d e b te d  I am t o  t h e  M y th o p o e ic  S o c i e t y  and th e  
New York C .S . L ew is S o c i e t y  f o r  a l l  you  h a v e  s a i d  and w r i t ­
t e n ,  and f o r  t h e  s p le n d id  h o s p i t a l i t y  y o u  h a v e  shown me 
s i n c e  I la n d e d  in  C a l i f o r n i a .  I b l e s s  you  a l l ,  and th a n k  
you  v e r y  much.
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